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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to clarify the extent to which nursing students in gerontological
nursing practicum are capable of making clinical judgments in regards to safety and residual function
when assisting with the transfer and movement of patients.

Method: Second-year nursing students in two three-year nursing school programs provided written
reports regarding their thoughts on how to help in the transfer and movement of patients under their
care. We then analyzed the contents of these reports.

Results: 83 sentences were selected from amongst the 87 reports submitted. Of the 70 sentences that
showed a ‘consideration of safely’ perspective, 30% were considered to be at a ‘beginning level,’ 48.6%
at a ‘developing level,” 8.6% at an ‘accomplished level,” and 12.9% were at an ‘exemplary level.” As for
the 13 sentences that touched on ‘residual function,” 38.4% were at a ‘beginning level,” 23.1% were at a
‘developing level’, 38.5% were at an ‘accomplished level,” and there were zero at an ‘exemplary level.’
Conclusions: This study suggests first that since most students wrote from the perspective of a
‘consideration of safely’ rather than ‘residual function’ and second that more than 70% of those students
who did comment on “residual function’ did so at either a ‘beginning level’ or ‘developing level, it will
be necessary to provide a training program for nursing students that pays more attention to ‘residual
function.” It will also be necessary to consider methods of educational guidance that will enable nursing
students to develop more individual and concrete care plans.

Key words: Gerontological Nursing Practicum, Clinical Judgment, Transfer and Movement,
Educational Guidance



