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Fateful Encounter of Kenichi Kato,
editor-n-chief of “Shonen Club” and poplar writer Koroku Sato

Michimasa Saito "’

1) Department of Nursing, School of Health Science, Hirosaki University of Health and welfare,
3-18-1 Sanpinai, Hirosaki 036-8102, Japan

Summary

When Kenichi Kato, who was a young teacher at Tomita Jinjo Elementary School, published the
class magazine “Nakayoshi” written with his own hands, children were extremely pleased. This rejoicing
figure of children strengthened his mind and he started pursuing the dream of happiness for children all
over Japan without restricting to children of his own class. Therefore, he decided to join a publishing
company and came to Tokyo. This decision became the remote cause of <fateful encounter> with
Koroku Sato. However, despite of separating from the children with a very heavy heart, harsh reality
was waiting for him for the realization of his dreams. With great difficulties, Kenichi Kato could finally
join Kodansha. Later he would become a highly regarded editor-in-chief of the magazine called “Shonen
Club”.

On the other hand, in the late Meiji period, Koroku Sato attracted a lot of attention from the literary
world because of his novels and screenplays, and he established himself as a popular writer in the Taisho
period. Kenichi Kato and Koroku Sato would meet in the late Taisho era. Both of them were originally
from Hirosaki, and Kenichi's father and Koroku were acquaintance. Therefore, Kato requested Koroku
to write a manuscript for “Shonen Club”. However, Koroku got very furious. However, the desperate
persuasion of Koroku paid off and Koroku's manuscript finally arrived. Encounter of these two people
has a major impact on the Japanese magazine industry. In other words, from the May 1927 issue of
“Shonen Club”, as soon as Koroku started the series of “Aa Gyokuhai Ni Hana Ukete”, it instantly
become a sensational hit among boys all over the country. It was highly acclaimed by teachers as well
as parents. While this series was published in “Shonen Club”, its circulation jumped from 300,000 to
450,000 copies. Koroku Sato took the work by storm with his novel for young boys, and he say a new
milestone in the world of children’s literature.

Key words: Dream, Encounter, Shonen Club
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