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Abstract

The objective of this study is to elucidate how public health nurses working at outsource-type
comprehensive community support centers (hereafter, “support centers”) perceive their role as
professionals involved in community network building. Semi-structured interviews regarding how
network building is perceived were conducted with 9 public health nurses working at outsource-type
support centers in Aomori Prefecture. The results were analyzed using the Modified Grounded Theory
Approach. The results of the survey showed that public health nurses’ perceptions of network-building
could be classified into four core categories: 1) “the need for collaboration between individuals within the
three job categories as well as for team collaboration,” 2) “an emphasis on Action Research,” 3) “building
relationships with institutions that support community residents,” and 4) “difficulties that arise to restrict
activities.” The survey results suggest that public health nurses, through their activities as individuals and
team players have taken on a role, as professionals, of working to build community networks together
with community residents and related institutions.

Key words: Comprehensive community support center, Public health nurse, Network building,
Collaboration, Three Job categories
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