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Survey of students on disaster victims after the Great East Japan Earthquake
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Abstract

This study measured the awareness of medical welfare university students regarding disaster
support systems after the March 11, 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake. The purpose was to gather
basic information that could help in the development of future disaster relief related educational
programs.

Questionnaires were distributed to 462 students at University A. Students were asked 1) what
troubles they encountered immediately after the earthquake, 2) disaster support programs they would
like to study, 3) volunteer activities in which they would like to participate, 4) areas to which they
would like to be sent after becoming professionally qualified and 5) home prefecture.

369 questionnaires were returned (79.9%). Broken down by major, questionnaires were returned
by 73 of 129 (56.6%) nursing majors, 113 of 116 (97.3%) occupational therapy majors, 48 of 73
(65.7%) speech therapy majors, 112 of 116 (96.3%) nursing care majors (2-year program), and 23 of
28 (82.1%) commercial food preparation majors. Of the respondents, 307 (83.1%) were from Aomori
Prefecture and 16 (4.3%) were from Iwate, Miyagi, or Fukushima Prefecture.

The results showed a division between students who wished to learn about disaster relief or
participate in related volunteer activities and those who did not wish to do so. These results suggest
that although there is a need to educate and prepare future medical and welfare professionals for times
of natural disaster, the feelings of these students must also be taken into consideration.

Key Words: Great East Japan Earthquake, Support of disaster victims, Volunteer, Education,
Profession





