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Abstract

The study aimed to clarify the situation at the terminal care for people with dementia in group home
of prefecture A. The Japan Group-Home Association for People with Dementia was involved in the study.
Managers from 114 institutions were requested to answer a questionnaire, which evaluated the resources
of their institutions. These included the availability of terminal care, cooperation between medical care
professionals, accessibility of the hospital, and medical situation of their residents. We additionally
requested the managers to freely evaluate the difficulty of terminal care and the considerations of a
families of the residents. Based on the results of the questionnaire, a descriptive statistic was calculated
and categorized according to the similarities identified among the investigated institutions. Responses
were obtained from 86 institutions, and we analyzed a total of 78 facilities. There were 45 institutions
(57.7%) with terminal care, 38 institutions (84.4%) with a house call, and 39 institutions (86.7%) in
cooperation with medical care professionals. Among the patients with ambulatory diseases, most had
hypertension and other heart disorders. The section on the difficulty of terminal care included nine
categories, among which were also burden and anxiety. Five categories were identified as considerations
for families of patients receiving end-of-life care. These included reporting about the patient’s states
and respecting their time with the family. Institutions with terminal care provided their services via
house calls in cooperation with medical care professionals. Based on the results, the service provision
of terminal care was significantly improved. Future studies should focus on further exploring the factors
affecting anxiety from the viewpoint of terminal care practitioners.
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