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Support for Community Partcipation of Persons with Higher Brain Dysfunction
An Examination of the Current Situation in Aomori Prefecture
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Abstract

In recent years, interest in suppot systems for patients with higher brain dysfunction (HBD)
caused by brain injury or stroke has increased. HBD includes not only aphasia, apraxia and agnosia but
also attention deficit, memory deficit, executive dysfuncion and social behavior dysfunction. However,
HBD symptoms are not visible externally. It is therefor not easy to identify problems with
neuropsychological battery examinations. In many cases, difficulties begin to appear in the daily lives
of these patients after leaving the hospital. Without appropriate intervention, it is difficult for them to
find employment or to return to jobs, school or to the community.

In Japan, model projects designed to support persons with HBD are becoming increasingly
common. On the other hand, according to a report from a Japanese family support association, there is
at present no family support group in Aomori Prefecture. In this sense, we found that there are still
many issues to be resolved. This study examines the support systems for those suffering from HBD in
Aomori Prefecture and discusses what can be done to support them more effectively.

Keywords: Higher Brain Dysfunction; Social Support; Community Partcipation ; Aomori Prefecture





