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Newly employed public health nurses in administrative agencies:
Implementation status and issues related to community diagnosis

Tomiko Nomiya ¥, Yuki Tonuma® and Masumi Saito *’

1) Hirosaki University of Health and Welfare School of Health Sciences, Department of Nursing,3-18-1
Sanpinai, Hirosaki 036-8102, Japan

Abstract

Newly employed public heath nurses belonging to public health centers and municipalities were
asked to fill out a questionnaire, the goal of which was to ascertain the confusion they felt, their anxieties,
and other issues involved in carrying out community diagnosis tasks. 79.1% of the respondents answered
that a community diagnosis project was being implemented. Moreover, the importance of the connection
between the absence or presence of community diagnosis implementation and public health nurses with
college degrees and those who play crucial roles in community diagnosis was found to be relevant (P
<0.05).

The newly employed public health nurses recognized the significance of community diagnosis as
the core of a public health nurse’s activities. On the other hand, in the midst of their busy schedules, there
was confusion and anxiety about how to secure the time, the concrete steps to be taken, and how to access
and understand information necessary for community diagnosis. The results of the survey pointed out
the need to provide support personnel who will thoughtfully and carefully respond to the uncertainties
and anxieties regarding community diagnosis held by newly employed public health nurses.

Key words: newly employed public health nurse, community diagnosis, confusion, anxiety
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