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A comparison between mothers of babies with NICU hospitalization
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use and desired programs of maternal and child health services
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Abstract

Objective: This investigation was to clarify the differences between mothers of babies with NICU
hospitalization and mothers of healthy babies about mother’'s awareness, usage and desired
programs of maternal and child health services.

Methods:

A questionnaire survey was administered to 106 mothers of NICU babies in one setting

attending the follow-up infant health check-ups (group A), and 117 mothers with healthy
babies attending the one-month post-delivery check-up (group B).

Results:

1) The backgrounds of the subjects were similar between group A and group B.

2) The most recognized services were similar in both groups, but awareness of infant

home visit service was significantly higher in group A than in group B.

3) In group A mothers used 2.2 maternal child health services per person while group B

used 2.4 services per person; there were no meaningful differences.
4) Desired services were divided into seven categories common for both groups but desired
services for group A was ranked higher than group B.

Conclusions:

Mothers in both groups did not use all the services fully. There were services they

desired that were not available; therefore, services that fit their needs would most likely be

more readily used.

key words: maternal and child health services, NICU hospitalization, desired services, mother



