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Abstract

The breeding biology of the Yellow Bittern, Ixobrychus sinensis, was studied, with an emphasis
on clutch size. Fieldwork was conducted around irrigation ponds located on the Tsugaru Plain from
2005 to 2012. All of the 21 nests, found in six ponds, were built in emergent plants by solitary birds.
Clutch sizes ranged from between four and eight, the most frequent number being six. The date of first

egg-laying ranged from early June to late July. The variations in clutch size and first egg-laying dates
were similar to ones formerly reported at a breeding colony site in Saitama Prefecture.
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